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Buckles from Apoulon - Piatra Craivii 

Clandia BALUTA (Alba - Iulia) 

The late Latene buckles from the south-east of E h 
d II .

.. d 
urope, aye been presented 

'n a large stu y, we iDlonne and commented I. Among th h I .  d f h . ese, t ere have also 
been lllc1ude , 0  course, t e ones that have been discovered on th t . 
Romania. In Transylvania they were found in stonewalled f 

e
t 

erntoi of 

3 d' 14Th 
or resses m 

settlement an iD necropo es. e buckles from Apoulon - Piatra CraiviiS have 
not been exhaustively pubhshed yet6, till now. They have been disco d d 

. . I r vere unng 
the last diggmg cyc e, accomp Ished by Clo�ca L. Biiluta in the rotonda situated in 
the south -. 

western part of t�e sanctuary on terrace V, arranged among the numer­
oUS ceramiC fragments, ordmary and painted; silver jewelry fragments and a few 
bracelets, bronze pendants and necklaces, complete and fragmentaF. 

1. Buckle type I, rec�nstituted fro� two fragments (18,5 x 6,5 - 4 cm). The 
edges are folded; the belt fiXlng hook, entire; the hasp zone is missing and also, part­
ly only, the bronze plate. The ornamental field is divided into three registers. The 
upper one (5 x 3 cm), with three parallel nervures in the upper side, is decorated with 
a pair of concentric circles, with central wnbo. The central register (9 x 6,4 cm) sepa­
rated from the upper one by a nervure, is decorated by four parallel, longitudinal 
nervures; in the right side inferior corner, a sign in the shape of C. The lower regis­
ter, limited from the middle one by two parallel nervures, has an ornament in the 
shape of Branch tirtrec. At the fixing zone of the hasp, two parallel nervures (fig. I). 

2. Buckle type II (16,5 x 4,5 - 6,5 cm), with folded edges, partly destroyed; 
the hasp zone is broken; the fixing hook from the belt is entire. The ornamental 
field is divided into three registers, limited by parallel oblique gared strips, partial­

ly destroyed. The upper one, limited by two parallel nervures next to the hook has 

, its bronze plate destroyed. The central register (3,3 x 3,5 cm), limited from the 

upper one by two parallel nervures, is decorated with concentric circles and central 

umbo, symmetrically disposed, by threes in the first row and by fours ID the next 

two rows. The lower register (3,5 x 3,7 cm), separated from the central one by a 

broad strip with oblique grooves, limited by three parallel nervures, has the same 

ornament, but arranged conversely. At the fixing zone of the hasp, five parallel 

Detvures (fig. 2). . b ke . 
3. Buckle type I (16 5 x 5 _ 7 5 cm), with folded edges. The hasp IS ro n, 

" . . 
. d' t1 upper part 

the hook is partially preserved. The ornamental field IS 11D11te m le 
I 

d . . 
th vertical grooves and ater-

and, probably in the lower one, by two broa stripS WI . 's divided into four 
ally by a broad strip with horizontal grooves on each Side. I

)
t 
� . e decorated 

registers, separated by a simple nervure (3,5 x 4,2 - 4,7 cm . ey ar 

609 





""'c processing method: the bronze pIal d J" 
Id' h 

e ecorated b h . 
jtO!I prop by fo mg t e

. 
edges, place the buckles from 

y arrunen�g, fixed On 
all g the most numerous In the northern part f th L 

Apoulon 
-

Platra Craiv" 
IJIlOII . 

0 c ower D b 
11 

']'bey bnng a modest, but substantial co t'b . 
anu e. 

. . n n U:lOn to th I 
JaIOwledge and hon zon, concernmg these rare handicrafts. 

e en argemcnt of Our 

NOTES 

Claudia B61ul6 
Str. Aurel Vlaicu 27 

2500 Alba-l uHa, Rom�nia 

\. M. Babe�, Paf/ale Latene tarzii din sud-estul Europei SCIVA 3 
196-221 (further on, Babe�). 

' , 4,3, 1983, 
p. 

2. Piatra RO$ie (C. Daicoviciu, Cetatea dacica de la p,'a '"8 Ro . B . 
. . . .. 

u. $le, ucure�tl, 1954, 
p. 55-56. 89 and pI. 16/1 0, Babe�, cat. 8) and P latra Cralvll, unpublisbed (Babe t 7) 

S· h' (B b 
�, ca . . 

3. Ig I�oara � e�, cat. 12a) and $ura Mica, unpublished (Babe�, cat. 13). 
4. Bratel, unpubhshed (Babe�, cat. I) and Sighi$oara (Babe�, cat. 12b) . 

. 
5. The results of �he archae�logic�1 research were to be integrate in the monography 

ofoppldane fortress, to Its elaboration It IS not working yet. The drawing orthe buckles are 
performed by C.L. Baluia. 

6. General bibliography: 1. Berciu, Piatra Craivii - Apoulon, FastiArch XI. 1963, 

p. 41, nr. 6424; 1. Berciu , H. Daicoviciu , AI. P opa, La forteresse dace de Pia/ra Craivli 

(Transijvania _ Roumanie), Celticurn XII, Rennes, 1965, p. 115-162; M. Macrea, O. Floca, 

N. Lupu, J. Berciu, Cetali dacice din sudul Transilvaniel; Bucure�ti, 1965, p. 45·57; 

AI. Popa, Nivelul dezvoltarii economiei dacice in lumina descoperiIllor de la Pialra Crami 

p Clpilna, Apulum IX, 1971, p. 271- 282; 1. Berciu, Y. Moga, Contribu/ia MuzeulUl de 
/stone din Alba /uJia la cunoa$terea culturii dacice, CriSla I, 1972, p. 65-78; V Moga. 

Aiezarea ,i cetatea dacica de la Piatra Craivii, studii dacice, Cluj Napoca, 1980, p. 103-116; 

idem, Remarques sur le mur de la citadelle dace de Pia/ra Craivii, ActaMN, 32. I. 1995, 

p.I46-147. . 

7. 1. H. Cri$an, Ceramica daco-ge1i, cu privire spcci�1i la Transilvania, Bucur��
l
lJ. 

1969, p. 197-201; 1. Berciu, V. Moga, Ceramica pielala dm celatea daclcil de, la Puna 

CrJivii, Apulum XII 1974, p. 70-74; C L. Biilu\ii, Des bronzes daclques. d A��ulon, 
, . I d I'UnJ\'ersltc koJll 

Acta do lye Colloque International sur les bronzes antiques Anna es e 

""Iin, Lyon, 1976, p. 9-12. 
S. M. Babe" op. eit., p. 199- 202. 
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Fia· 1. Buckle from ApouJon _ Piatra Cralvii 
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fig. 2. Buckle fcc,m ApoU/Oll - Piatra Craivil 
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